,. DE R bucherbund.”^ 

(Second Class 1 «P<- '■> poem on “ Des Konigs Sola, 

,. Turn .he q" «»•' « German prone. 

,«// ' nt0 cases : — was, das (adj. and pron.), ich, du. 

2. Decline in the toi ^ lease d U ie best. The treasures did 
3 Turn int0 -father very quickly gave the son an answer. 
„ot please me. Court para sites ( Hofgesind ) will laugh. 

I said that to him. wor d s composing these sentences 

The fiends bug ie • ( fro m “ Des Konigs Sohnf) 

ire all contained in the exiw 

' Rooks of interest in connection with the subject of Meism. 

dramatic Wcrhenon Hans Sachs. 

Avfgcwahlte poetische Wcrke von Hans Sachs. 

_ 6 .r„oei, n f these books in England i 


Auszrmhlte poetische Werke von Hans Sadis 
TheVice of each of these books in England is tenpence. 

(Publishers: Reclam, Leipzig.) 

n Mice Mmrl T lnvd. 


Writer of Honour Paper 


CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDHOOD. 

BV ROBER L DUNNING > Master of Method, formerly Head 
Master of the Home and Colonial Schools. 


The Love of Activity. 

, The mind of a child is never idle. The mother’s business is to see 
that it is properly employed. 

2 „ abhors a vacuum, and if the mind be not occupied with good 

it will be filled with evil. r b 

3. Mistake not the desire of activity for the love of mischief. 

Whoever holds an infant in his arms for a few minutes 
becomes aware of the stirring of this principle. Whoever 
watches the infant’s progress from earliest to later childhood, 
must note the potent and constant influence it exerts. From 
the first the child throws its limbs about, is attracted by light, 
pleased with bright colours. From the first it listens to sound, 
and delights in cheerful, lively notes that set it in motion. A 
little later it imitates sounds, and takes intense interest in its 
own efforts to attain progressive movements, first by crawling, 
then by walking from one chair to another with help, till at 
last it achieves the triumphant success of running alone. 

We sometimes awaken to a just admiration of the marks 
of design exhibited in the structure and arrangements of 
the material world ; but the signs of wisdom and goodness 
presented to us in the world of mind are not less striking. 
In each, God manifests His ends and His methods of securing 

them. The love of activity implanted in children secures 

their development ; the constant play of their senses on 
the material world is the appointed means of making them 
acquainted with it— of storing their minds with those ideas 
which form the basis of the reasoning powers, w 1 e t e 

touch given meanwhile to the sensitive feelings o t ie c 

culminates in the development of the moral sentimen • 

« impossible to doubt the Divine goodness ... » fo "T| 
children that seeing, hearing, speaking, and feel g^ ^ 
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- of enjoyment and means of 
be to them at once source ^ activity is the foundation 

improvement. Moreover, tn the gods, in order to 

of industry, “invented. H^ay^ , <happy also.” 

make men virtuous. 6 . the garden to dress 

The first man and woman were pu 

it and to keep it. children we must study 

To gain an ascende y ^ them in conformity to the 
them, know them, and of activity is one of their 

laws of their nature. ^ not confound it with the 

strongest Propensities. manifest intention of the 

love of mischief. . We m “ s jnual food for it. Children 

all-wise Creator m piovi » . they have nothing 

« noisy doing somethin! 

to do. are misehieTOUS becau y for them .» T here- 

Sllhev'bfgin'o learn to read, exercise the children by 
making finger" letters in the air and letting them mutate by 
forming letters and even words with laths before they copy them 
on slafes. They should also make up words with movable 
letters. An exercise on the slate is a part of every lesson, so 
are the children’s illustrations in drawing, an occupation delig 1 - 
ful to the little folk. 

In teaching number do not be in haste to exchange the use 
of balls and other objects for slate and mental exercises. Work 
with the balls for some time after beginning with slates. In 
making up their own multiplication tables by addition, and m 
drawing up the other tables from coins, weights, and measures 
laid before them, in committing such tables to memory the 
children make rapid and energetic progress. 

Exercise the youngest children in threading beads and 
needles, tying knots, tearing paper for stuffing pillows, folding 
paper into various shapes, cutting paper, plaiting string, and 
ruling lines. Children should make, or help to make, their own 
playthings. It is said that 

The children in Holland take pleasure in making 
What the children in England take pleasure in breaking. 

Drawing and writing cannot be practised without incessant 
manual activity. 

Singing, marcTiing, exercises, and games speak for them- 
selves. 
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In lessons on objects, plants, and animals encourage the 
children to collect the specimens they are called on to examine. 

In lessons on place, as introductory to geography, the children 
distinguish the different positions of objects, and fix them as 
directed in connection with the points of the compass. For the 
use of ^models in the next step, see Mrs. Marcet’s “ Land and 
Water. If the children construct their own models with the 
help of a wheel-barrow full of clay, or a sandpit, delightful work 
is accomplished. When this is impracticable a good deal may 
be done with a paii of scissors and cardboard, especially if the 
cardboard be of two colours : white for land, and blue for water. 
The elder children would take pleasure in acting a game in 
which each represents a country, and in answer to questions 
describe it. 

But the kindergarten surpasses anything yet presented to 
schools for exercising the principle of activity. Pestalozzi 
taught the child to use his hands as well as his brain, but 
Froebcl educated the hand by a number of various and interest- 
ing exercises such as Pestalozzi had not wrought out. This is 
the merit of Froebel’s method. The mistake about it is to 
regard it as a complete system of infant education. 

Morally, intellectually, and physically make use of the love 
of activity. Delegate power as fully as possible. Place the 
most active and exuberant spirits in posts of authority. Commit 
to them special duties, such as will employ their overflowing 
energies. Even as the skilful engineer converts the sweeping 
torrent and the wasting flame into the prime movers of his 
machinery, so the master-workman at the head of a school or 
family converts the activity that would run into turbulence and 
riot into a source of incalculable wealth. 


